MEN OF POWER
sands who had gathered for that meeting felt that their
seeking was over. They were now finders. They were
the nucleus of the Society of Friends, and they hailed
Fox as their leader.
One of the homes into which Fox had been invited
to speak was Swarthmore Hall, the estate of Judge Fell.
Fox had arrived and begun his preaching during the
judge's absence.   Many of his hearers were convinced,
including his hostess, Margaret, the judgejs young wife*
When Judge Fell returned, a delegation of local minis-
ters poured into his ears a tale of woe against Fox and
his teachings.   The judge, although deeply disturbed,
refused to take action until he had heard both sides.
That evening he heard Fox speak for himself.   Fox
omitted   the  usual   formal   compliments  and  spoke
straight from the shoulder.   The judge said little.   He
went to bed "very quiet/' but "he clearly saw the truth.n
The next morning the local minister endeavored again
to persuade the judge against Fox, but in vain.   The
conquest of Swarthmore Hall had been made.    Al-
though the judge did not accept the faith, he offered
the use of his house as a place for meetings, and it
became a sort of headquarters for the young move-
ment with Mrs. Fell one of its ablest leaders.   Fell him-
self became a staunch friend of Fox and often helped
him in his many clashes with the law.
In this region Fox gathered about himself a band of
young men who had become "convinced" and sent them
out as volunteer preachers. Most of these had belonged
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